Objection to Planning Application P24/01249/F – Charborough Road School Playing Field
Address: 
Date:
Dear Councillor, 
I am writing as a resident of Filton to register my strong objection to the proposed disposal of Charborough Road School playing field. This application threatens child safety, biodiversity, educational provision and community wellbeing. I agree with the objections made by the Olympus School Trust that they were ‘hugely concerned about the safety of children and families on their way to and from school as Charborough Rd, which is already over busy with traffic.’
1. Child Safety at Risk
· Charborough Rd is already dangerously congested. Additional housing will intensify risks for children and families walking to and from school – notably the cross-over junction entering the estate which is just metres from the school entrance and on a hill that children regularly run down. 
· Houses overlooking playgrounds raise serious safeguarding concerns.
· Parking pressures will worsen, particularly for residents with mobility challenges in Bevan Court.
· 25,000 potential homes are already in the pipeline 1.5 miles away at Filton Airfield
2. Loss of Biodiversity and Climate Resilience
· The proposal would cause a 39% loss of biodiversity, which cannot be meaningfully “offset” elsewhere.
· The school playing field provides vital habitats for birds, insects and protected species such as badgers, which call it home. 
· Replacing green space with impermeable surfaces increases flooding risks and worsens urban heat island effects – not least for school children in high summer. 
3. Compromising the School’s Future
· Disposing of this land permanently restricts the school’s ability to expand or adapt to future needs.
· With housing developments increasing, demand for school places will rise. Once this land is gone, it is lost forever. 
4. Community Health and Wellbeing
· The playing field supports physical education, extracurricular activities, and children’s mental health.
· At a time of growing concern about childhood obesity and mental health, removing safe outdoor space sends the wrong message to families in Filton.
· It is also at odds with the Department for Education’s sustainability and climate change strategy, South Glos’ Active Travel Policy and the climate emergency acknowledged by the council. 
Conclusion
This application increases risks to child safety and is set to destroy a vital green lung that should benefit children and the wider community now and in the future. I urge you, as my elected representative, to oppose this proposal and support the preservation of this essential public asset.
Yours sincerely, 

[Your Name]

Email format: firstname.secondname@southglos.gov.uk
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